MARINE PROTECTED AREAS

Safeguarding oceans by allowing
biodiversity and ecosystems to thrive
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Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) are conservation zones that protect the ocean
from harmful human impact.

The situation The solution

Marine ecosystems are under threat. Marine Protected Areas can
help to reverse these trends.
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Progress report

Massive effort is needed to meet
marine protection targets.

' International agreements
" require a minimum of 10% of
marine and coastal areas to be
effectively protected by 2020. - «p

A Only 5% of oceans The Baltic Sea is one of the few regions in the world to have

are currently MPAs reached the 10% target.

Less than 1/5 of existing 1% 5%
reserves are fully enforced.® ® Enforced @ Protected @ Target

The benefits

Biodiversity Fishing Climate change

MPAs are healthier than other Fish stocks in MPAs can help Around 1/3 of man-made

ocean areas. Mediterranean populate adjacent areas. carbon emissions are absorbed
MPAs compared to other areas: by oceans.
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The economy

3.2 MILLION PEOPLE

are employed in coastal and marine tourism in the EU;!° additional or better serviced MPAs could boost this number.

Marine Protected Areas are good for the ocean
and for us. Together, we must ensure that 10% of
our ocean is effectively protected by 2020.
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